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Tuesday, December 9, 2025 – Sanford Event Barn – Sioux Falls, SD  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025 
 4:00 – 6:00 PM Pre-Conference Social / Hosted by: MidAmerican Energy 
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025 
 8:00 – 8:50 AM Registration & Breakfast / Compliments of: US Solar 
 8:50 AM Kickoff / Welcome:  Tyler Tordsen, SMGA President & CEO 
 9:00 – 9:45 AM Power 101 Panel: 
  Moderator:  Tyler Tordsen, President & CEO, SMGA 
  Panelists:   Steve Kolbeck, State Director - SD, Xcel Energy 
  Mike Jaspers, VP Business Development, East River Electric Cooperative 
  Sam Wagner, Business & Community Development Manager, MidAmerican 
 9:45 – 10:45 AM A.M. Keynote on Nuclear: Advancements in Nuclear Energy 
  Presenter:   Eric Meyer, Founder & Executive Director, Generation Atomic 
 10:45 – 11:00 AM Break / Compliments of: HDR Engineering 

 11:00 – 11:45 AM Renewable Energy Panel:  
  Moderator:   Jesse Fonkert, President & CEO, SD Trade   
  Panelists:   Gary Fish, Board President, SD Renewable Energy Association 
  Henry Rubin, Dir. of Regulatory & Political Affairs, NextEra Energy Resources 
  Tena Monson, SVP of Project Development, US Solar 

11:45 AM – 12:30 PM  Lunch / Compliments of: Partners in Cooperative Power 

 12:30 – 1:00 PM P.M. Keynote on LNG: COAXIS Energy  
  Presenter:   Trent Arlint, President, COAXIS Energy 
 1:00 – 2:00 PM Data Centers and A.I. Panel:  
  Moderator:   Michael Bockorny, CEO, EDPA-SD  

  Panelists:   Kyle Peters, Developer/Owner’s Rep 
  Ryan Punt, CEO, SDN Communications 
  Sam South, Director of Analytics Innovation, Microsoft 
  Ben Dold, President & COO, Midco 

 2:00 – 2:15 PM Break / Compliments of: DGR Engineering 

 2:15 – 3:00 PM  2026 Legislative Preview: 
  Moderator:   Joni Ekstrum, Executive Director, SD Biotech Association 
  Panelists:   Sen. Casey Crabtree (District 8) 
  Rep. Karla Lems (District 16) 
  Rep. Kent Roe (District 4) 
 3:00 PM Closing Comments:  Tyler Tordsen, President & CEO, SMGA 
 3:00 – 4:30 PM Social Hour / Compliments of: First PREMIER Bank 
  Drink Sponsor: NextEra Energy Resources / Apps Sponsor: COAXIS Energy 


